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Talking Human is both entertaining and deeply con-
frontational: through humor and irony, it highlights 
familiar situations that expose the uncertainty and 
fears underlying social prejudice. It functions as a 
kind of “Gypsy for Dummies” class, where the Roma 
perspective is not an end in itself, but a tool for a 
shared journey of self-reflection.

“More than once I’ve struggled with the dilemma  
of how Gypsy I actually am as a half-Gypsy, whether  
I really have enough connection to all this… These 
are my memories, my own lived experiences, but  
I think that if there is one thing that truly applies to 
all Roma people, it’s that we all know what it’s like  
to live as someone excluded…” — Kristóf HORVÁTH

Kristóf HORVÁTH is a writer and actor. He was a 
member of the Bárka Theatre and Maladype Theatre,  
a two-time national Slam Poetry champion, and the 
founder of the ‘Tudás Hatalom’ (Knowledge Is Power) 
group. 

He regularly conducts unconventional literature 
classes in rural schools, and within the international 
Expect Art program he creates forum-theatre pro-
ductions with students (based on compulsory school 
curricula) using a critical-pedagogy approach.

He is the writer of Gypsy-Hungarian, nominated for  
the Péter Halász Award, and a lead actor in the 2022 
film Three Thousand Numbered Pieces, inspired by 
that production.

Kristóf HORVÁTH, known to many simply as “Actor 
Bob,” examines the social and personal workings 
of shame in his stand-up performance, structured 
around memory and the processing of memory. He 
raises the question of how much individual memories 
belong to the self, and how much they belong to the 
collective memory of the Roma community.

In his Berlin performance Talking Human, which can 
be seen as a precursor to this piece, Kristóf explored 
the relationship to his Roma identity that he learned 
from his mother; in the present performance, he 
expands this further through the tools of stand-up 
comedy.
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